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China’s Urban Contraction in the Post—Growth Era: Identification and Response
Zhou Ke Qi Xiulin
Abstract : Under the background of the new normal of economy and the increasing pressure of population structure, urban contrac-
tion is an important issue for Chinese academic and policy circles at present and in the future. Every year, a considerable number of cit-
ies in China get shrunk to a certain extent. These cities are mainly distributed in the central and western regions and labor export prov-

" peripheral" cities, traditional resource—based cities and industrial cities in regional development. The

inces, and most of them are
causes of urban contraction can be attributed to population loss, capital transfer and competition among local officials. In response to the
urban contraction, the government should adjust measures to local conditions. If there is still possibility of urban revival, the govern-
ment should take corresponding measures to stimulate economic development and reverse the trend of urban contraction. If there is no

possibility of urban revival, the government should change its development thinking and implement the " smart contraction" strategy.

Key words : urban contraction ; identification; distribution; motivation; response
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