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Error Phenomena in the Song Dynasty Culture from Jilei Bian and Their Significance
WANG Yi
(Institute of Literature, Henan Academy of Social Sciences, Zhengzhou 451464, China)

Abstract: Drawing upon Jilei Bian, a biji (note-style) novel from the Song Dynasty, this study investigates the “errone-
ous” cultural phenomena in cultural transmission and their significance. The “errors” documented in Jilei Bian—encom~
passing wedding rituals, auspicious and inauspicious month beliefs, the interpretation of poetic texts, surname pronunci-
ation, and terminology for objects—are deeply embedded in multifaceted factors such as phonetic corruption, name taboo
culture, forced religious interpretation, and folk myth-making. Zhuang Chuo, adhering to the stance of “venerating clas-
sics and revering antiquity”, recorded these “erroneous” phenomena, reflecting his concerns regarding issues in cultural
inheritance including “unorthodox practices”, “loss of ritual and ceremonial norms”, “deviation from original intent”,
and “inability to trace origins and developments.” These “errors” are not merely flaws in cultural transmission; they also
represent opportunities for the emergence of new meanings, serving as a crucial bridge for understanding the evolution of
ancient Chinese culture.

Key words: Jilei Bian; Song Dynasty; erroneous phenomena; cultural evolution
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